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May 26, 2021 
 

Re: MP Mask Wearing Update 
 

Good Afternoon Miller Place School District Community, 
 

Yesterday the Governor’s Office directly contacted the District by phone, at the same time the Suffolk 

County Department of Health released clarification regarding the definition of appropriate mask use for K-

12 schools and how those guidelines relate to the CDC’s most recent guidelines regarding mask wearing.   
 

Based on these clarifying communications (SCDOH letter attached), the rules regarding universal mask 

wearing for K-12 schools have not been altered by the new CDC guidelines. As such, the district must revert 

back to our previous policy that mandated all students, staff and any visitors to our schools after hours must 

be wearing masks at all times. Unfortunately, this includes our elementary students even while sitting at 

their desks which are physically distanced by six feet or more. Furthermore, the universal mask guidelines 

must remain in force through the end of this school year.   
 

We understand that with rising temperatures, some parents may have concerns about mask wearing in non-

air-conditioned classrooms and while students are engaging in physical activity (during recess, physical 

education classes, field days). We are continuing to raise these concerns with the Governor’s Office, New 

York State Department of Health and the Suffolk County Department of Health. 
 

We will continue to monitor these situations and remain in active conversations to advocate for more 

relaxed mask wearing practices for the final 20 days of school. Should the CDC, New York State 

Department of Health and/or Suffolk County Department of Health revise their mask wearing guidance, the 

district will reconsider modifications to its mask wearing protocols. 
 

Please note, of the Suffolk County School Superintendents who received personal contacts yesterday, the 

following was advised: 

 Universal mask wearing in K-12 schools is a “directive” 

 Superintendents risk removal from positions  

 School districts risk fines and sanctions and can expect “inspectors” to be visiting schools (possibly 

during and after the school day) to ensure compliance 
 

For your reference, Suffolk County School Superintendents received a letter yesterday (attached) from the 

New York State American Academy of Pediatrics, which is supporting universal mask wearing by all K-12 

students.  
 

Thank you for your anticipated understanding as we continue to navigate COVID-19 protocols for the last 

20 days of school and as we celebrate our scheduled end-of-year activities.  

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools  


